


Open Space Strategies

RANK ’ TASK ’ LOCATION DESCRIPTION
Develop a river walk along the banks of the Naugatuck River through
Naugatuck River Naugatuck River through Downtown. Remove invasive species from the stream edges, eliminate
5-1 Restoration and River Downtown (Army Corps or reduce the amount of large rip rap and create a more naturalistic edge
Walk project area) with native grasses, flowers and taller shrubs to provide shelter and
shade for aquatic organisms and to improve water quality.
Find methods of additional funding for the Open Space Account.
5-2 Open Space Funding n/a Consider filing fees, bonding, line item account, grants, annual
contributions etc. Acquire land to support the open space goals.
5-3 Greenways and trails
e Connector trail from Create a greenway and trail to connect North Main Street to Sunnybrook
Main Street to Citv-wide State Park. Develop plans and construct trail. A footpath currently exists
Sunnybrook State Y on private property and needs to be formalized and protected. Use of
Park grants, local fund-raising and bonding should be considered.
Acquisition of right-of-way for new greenway path from Harris Drive to
e  Connect Sue Newfield Road, along the rail line, to Downtown. Right-of-ways need to
Grossman Greenway Along Winsted Road be acquired from railroad, utility and private land owners. Use of grants,
to Downtown local fund-raising and bonding should be considered. Continue unified
cooperation between residents, the City, and State agencies.
Encourage the State to acquire property to connect Sunnybrook State
®  Sunnybrook to Park and Stillwater Pond State Park. In addition to providing a walking
Stillwater connector Property along Mountain connector and wildlife corridor between the State parks. The land should
& preserve Road and at the end of also protect and preserve the upland beaver marsh and heron rookery,
significant natural Stone Ridge Drive Indian Lookout Mountain Laurel display and overlook. The City should
land contact the State to highly-encourage acquisition of the land needed to
connect these parks and protect these resources.
Breach, circumvent or remove the Church Street dam to restore natural
West Branch of the West Branch.ofthe flow to this portion of the River. Project would include sediment
5-4 Naugatuck - restoration Naugatuck River at remediation and native restoration of the river's edge from Church Street
Church Street to Wolcott Avenue. The project should also include trails along the River
as described in the Naugatuck River Greenway Plan (LHCEO).
Acquire conservation easements over existing hayfields for site
Preserve hay protection and provide incentives for the farmers to take their hay later in
5-5 fields/grasslands/sedge City-wide the season to allow fledging of nesting birds that require the fields for
meadows cover and food (specifically Connecticut Birds of Concern - e.g.
Bobolinks)
Protect additional Rossi farm, Weigold Farm Work with the State anFi private land owners Fo acquirle develgpment
5-6 rights to much of the existing farmland - including working hayfields to
farmland area & Ruwet Farm maintain Torrington's character.
Acquire property or right of way over old trolley line to Harris Drive;
Expand Machuga Park, protect the area around the park through conservation easement or land
add vehicular link to Mach Park ownership. Work with the Parks & Recreation Commission to include
57 Harris Drive and connect achuga Far passive recreation opportunities. Connect the Park to the Sue Grossman
to state park trails Still River Greenway. Expand hiking opportunities and link the Park with
the State park trail system through abandoned Buttrick Road.
The Still River is a highly diverse resource in Torrington providing much in
the way of flood storage, habitat and water quality enhancements.
o . Still River along Winsted Acquire conservation easements or land along the Still River to protect
58 Protect Still River Corridor Road ’ thig watercourse from further degradatior? and enhance thpe Sue
Grossman Greenway with trails into special areas for public access and
appreciation.
Renovate and improve John Minetto State Park in a similar fashion as
Encourage the slgrr Pond, Haystack |jnd Defmis zarks. The IState needs-to undertake
o . . inetto as its next big project due to its close proximity to a core
59 Rel‘lnwgoratlon of John John Minetto State Park - population center; it's agb:)auftiful facility for 'staycatls)ns' andycould easily
Minetto State Park be reopened as a campground to provide for more constant care of the
property.
Encourage the
10 Preservation of the City-wide Encourage development away from key ridgelines in Torrington to
5 Scenic Hills and Y protect the scenic vistas around Torrington and from Downtown.
Ridgelines of Torrington
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